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Erratic beauty

Geologists are fond of the Norber Erratics in the Yorkshire Dales and it's easy to see why

[image: image2.jpg]



Norber Erratics, Yorkshire Dales (picture: John Cleare) 
"As a photographer of landscapes and a traveller in wild places I’m always intrigued by the physical geography of landform: the how and why of countryside. How it was formed, why it looks as it does. As a mountaineer such knowledge has a definite practical application. The Norber Erratics, while not unique, are a rare manifestation of ancient glaciations and they are mentioned in many textbooks of physical geography. I’d known about them for years but it wasn’t until I was shooting a book on the Yorkshire Dales that I found an opportunity to locate them. 

We’re on the edge of limestone country here and it is always fascinatingly full of pot holes, caves, crags, gorges, pavements, waterfalls and wild flowers – Ingleborough has them all. These erratics are scattered all over the hillside in this area, which is best accessed from the village of Austwick, from where a right of way crosses the fields and climbs the steep hillside to the erratics (Map sheet 98; Map ref SD 765698). 

If you continue a little way northwards you come to classic limestone pavement country – the ‘clints’ and ‘grikes’ of Sulber and Thieves Moss. What’s particularly interesting about these erratics is that they are gritstone boulders that have been deposited by the melting ice sheet onto a limestone hillside. The softer limestone has eroded over the millennia leaving each boulder balanced on its little white plinth and this is one of the more photogenic examples." 
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Lucia Adams recommends:
Where to sleep
Austwick Hall
For a truly luxurious slice of old world charm, check out Austwick Hall. It opened as a Luxury Bed and Breakfast this year and has already gained the Five Stars Silver Award. An historic manor house – it was originally built as a pele tower and is said to date from 1180 – it is set in extensive gardens. Guests practically have the house to themselves – there are only four rooms in total, each decorated opulently. The restaurant serves seasonal local produce, and will be opening to non Residents from the beginning of December. 
Details: Austwick Hall, Austwick, Near Settle, Via Lancaster, LA2 8BS. Tel: 015242 51794; e-mail: austwickhall@austwick.org.
Did you know?
- Man has made the Yorkshire Dales home for over 10,000 years. Ancient settlement sites and the patchwork of dry-stone walls and barns bear testimony to the long traditions of farming. 20,000 people still live in the scattered farms, villages and small market towns of the Dales. 

- The Southern Dales provided the backdrop for the film ‘Calendar Girls’. 

- The Settle-Carlisle Railway is said to be England’s most scenic railway. It covers 72 miles of track with 17 major viaducts spanning the ravines and 14 tunnels. Completed for passenger travel in 1876, it offers unparalleled access to the Dales and Eden Valley. www.settle-carlisle.co.uk 

